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Heavenly Peace on
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It’s easy to miss one of the important reasons why Desmond Doss was able to stay on the
battlefield and rescue so many men when everyone else was running for cover. With gunfire and
exploding ordnance raging all around, Doss was at peace where it counted —
 on the inside. It
was more than courage that kept him going back into the field of battle. It was his settled state
of heart; a heavenly peace of mind knowing that God was with him and had his back.
The heavenly peace that Doss
had can be your source of
strength for the battles you face
in life. Is this something that you
would like to have?
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THE PRINCE OF PEACE
1. How does the Bible describe Jesus?
Isaiah 9:6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
of
.”
2. How does the Apostle Paul describe Jesus and what promise does He give?
2 Thessalonians 3:16; Romans 15:13 “Now may the Lord of
himself give
you
at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you”; “May
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
with
by the
of the Holy Spirit.”
3. What are the different kinds of peace Jesus talked about?
John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be
and do not be
.”

A PEACE THAT PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING
4. How does Paul describe the heavenly peace of Jesus and what promise does He
offer?
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be
about anything, but in
,
by
and petition, with
, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Paul wrote most of his letters
from behind bars. He was beaten with whips five times, shipwrecked three times, had
rocks thrown at him, was beaten with rods three times, was falsely accused and so much
more (see 2 Corinthians 11:24-29, Philippians 4:11-13). No wonder he describes this
peace as passing all understanding. It almost seems crazy, yet it was true for Paul, it was
true for Doss and it can be true for you.
5. How do we gain access to this peace?
Romans 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been
through faith,
we have
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…” Justified
is a legal term that means that although you are guilty as charged, your guilt has been
forgiven by the sacrifice of Jesus and you are set free.
6. How else do we experience this peace?
Isaiah 26:3 “You will keep in
those whose
are steadfast, because they
in you.”
Putting trust or faith in God is an active thing. It means being willing to believe that
God has your back while you save “one more.” It means going with God back onto the
battlefield again and again.
PEACE IN OUR TIME
7. What role does obedience play in bringing us peace?
Psalm 119:165 “Great
have those who love Your
and nothing can make them stumble.” Love the law?! Try thinking of it less like road
rules and more like a wedding vow — an expression of love and total commitment.
If you love the law and the Lawgiver, it will feel less like obedience and more like
devotion. God’s law is a reflection of His character. So if you then abide by the law,
you will experience profound peace through all the benefits that come from living a
life in harmony with God’s character and with other people. The simplicity of life and
subsequent peace that Doss had was due, in large part, to his living in harmony with

,

God’s law. By way of contrast, those who reject God’s love cannot know this peace. It will
be hidden from their eyes (see Luke 19:42).
8. How else can we experience peace in our lives?
Galatians 5:22,23 “But the
of the
is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law.” Fruit is the natural product of a healthy tree. In the same way, when
you stay in a healthy relationship with Jesus, you will experience the fruit of the Spirit in
your life, which for most people produces some delightful and unexpected changes.
9. What does the Bible say about our worries?
1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your
on him because he
for you.”

Finding Rest
This is profoundly good news. Think about it. The Creator God cares for you and wants to
unburden you of all that troubles your mind. Jesus put it this way in Matthew 11:28-30,
“Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
Everyone faces a battle of some kind. For Doss, it was a literal battlefield. For others, it is far
more subtle, yet no less real. The promise of Scripture is clear: when we live in harmony with
God and let go of our cares, we can experience a profound peace that will strengthen our
hearts and minds — no matter what we face in our lives.
My Response
☐ I want to experience the peace God offers.
☐ I want to create a peaceful home.
☐ I want to make peace with those I associate.

NEXT TOPIC: DEATH
Many soldiers return from war with post-traumatic stress
disorder — horrific mind pictures of what they experience
during battle. How do we deal with death? Is it the end? What
hope do we have? Discover the secret Doss knew about death
— it could be life-changing.
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