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A Higher Command

“Adversity does not build character; it reveals it” — James Lane Allen
It took years of humble obedience to God
for Private Desmond Doss to become the
man he was on the battlefield. He wasn’t
born a hero — he was made one. God has
designed us to be creators of ourselves
in some ways — the choices we make
today transform us into the person we will
be tomorrow. Although he wasn’t a perfect
person, when the battle came, Doss was
ready, because, in good and bad times, he
spent his life choosing to do right.
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Before he joined the Army, it was relatively easy for Doss to live a life in harmony with God’s
commandments. It got considerably more difficult in his Army training — and even more
difficult on the battlefield. This serves as an example for us. God gives us the opportunity to
develop a character like His and, as circumstances change, we are given more chances to allow
God’s law to be written into our lives.
In this study we will not only discover the importance of obedience to God, we will see the value
of His Ten Commandments.
THE VALUE OF OBEDIENCE
1. Why is obedience to God’s commandments important?
Deuteronomy 6:24 “The Lord commanded us to
all these
and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always
and be kept
, as is the case today.”
2. What effect do God’s commandments have on those who obey Him?
Psalm 19:7 “The law of the LORD is perfect,
the soul; The
statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making
the simple.”
3. How did Moses receive the Ten Commandments?
Exodus 31:18 “When the Lord finished
to Moses on

, he gave him the two
inscribed by the

of the testimony, the tablets of
of God.”

LOVE IN ACTION
4. Is the law an arbitrary set of rules?
1 John 4:8 “Whoever does not
does not know God, because God is
.” God isn’t just loving — He is love and His commandments must be
expressions of love.
5. How is God’s love defined?
Romans 13:10 “Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the
of the
.” The Ten Commandment law is an
articulation of love. Love to God and love to man. In other words the Ten Commandments
are love in action.
LOVE WITH ALL YOUR HEART
6. The Ten Commandments are recorded in the book of Exodus and are in two
sections. Who is the focal point of the first section (1-4)? Who is the focal point of
the second section (5-10)?
Exodus 20:1-11, 12-17
First section (1-4)
Second section (5-10)
7. How did Jesus summarise the two sections of the Ten Commandments?
Matthew 22:37-39 “Love the
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and
commandment. And the second is like it: “Love your
as
”
VIOLATIONS OF LOVE
8. What does the Bible call a violation of God’s love or God’s law?
1 John 3:4 “Everyone who
breaks the law; in fact
is
.”
9. Which set of laws define sin?
Romans 7:7, Romans 3:20 “What shall we say, then? Is the law

?

Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have
what sin was had it not
been for the
. For I would not have known what
really
was if the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’” “Therefore no one will be declared
in God’s sight by the
of the
; rather,
through the law we become
of our
.” It is
the Ten Commandments that serve as a moral compass to guide us in right and wrong.
The commandments do not save us. They only reveal to us what is right and what is
wrong, and they show us our need of a Saviour.
DUTY OF MAN
10. Were the commandments given for only Jews or were they for all humanity at all times?
Ecclesiastes 12:13 “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear
God and keep his
, for this is the duty of all
.”

A Faithful Example
Doss wouldn’t violate any of God’s commandments, even when one of the most powerful
militaries on the planet tried to compel him to. He was committed to the Law of God, the law
of life, and ultimately the God of life. He wasn’t saved from his moral imperfections by his
law-keeping. Rather, he kept God’s law because He had been saved in Christ, and out of love
and appreciation, chose to obey God and keep His commandments.
Doss’s obedience to God and His commandments provided a double blessing. Not only did it
enrich his life, but it made him the man God could use in a miraculous way to save the lives
of others. In one way, shape or form, it can be the same with us. God can and will use those
who commit to obey Him and apply His law to our lives through the power of Christ.
My Response
☐ I see that following God’s commandments would make our world a better place.
☐ Because I love God, I would like to ask Him to help me follow His Ten Commandments.

NEXT TOPIC: FORGIVENESS
Despite the difficulties in training, suffering torment and ridicule
from his fellow draftees, Doss learned to not only forgive, but to
put his life on the line to save those same men. Join us as we
uncover his secret — the secret of forgiveness.
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