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The Faith of Doss

To some people, faith is a vague inkling that they look to in times of confusion or loss. For
others, it is a sure foundation that undergirds every action of their lives. Desmond Doss had a
faith that ran so deep that it motivated him to serve in a hellish war, compelled him to give up
his stretcher for another wounded man, and enabled him to suffer ridicule and persecution from
those he would end up saving. This kind of faith is rare.
Lieutenant Jack Glover in the feature
documentary The Conscientious Objector is
recorded saying of Doss, “If he’d been without
the belief and without the religious commitment,
I think he would’ve been much less of a
person doing his duty, as he did it with his
commitment.” What makes this statement so
meaningful is the character of the man who said
it. Lieutenant Glover was himself a WWII hero.
Let’s take a look at faith and, in particular, the
kind of faith that Doss had.
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UNDERSTANDING WHAT FAITH IS
1. According to the Bible, what is faith?
Hebrews 11:1 “Now
is
of what
we
for and certain of what we do not see.” We exercise faith in
what we hope for. Our faith is born out of hope and when activated it gives evidence that
what “is not seen” is there. In some ways, we could say that faith is hope in action.
2. Where does faith come from?
Hebrews 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on
, the
and
of faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
3. Is the exercising of faith really that important of an issue?
Ephesians 2:8 “For it is by grace you have been saved through
,
this is not from yourselves, it is a gift of God.” God’s saving power is accessed by faith
because God not only respects our intelligence — He respects our will.

4. Does faith save me?
There are several occasions when Jesus said “your faith has saved you” or something
similar (Luke 7:50, 17:29, 18:42), but Ephesians 2:8 says “by grace are you saved”
— then it adds, “through faith.” Faith saves in the sense that it gives you access to the
salvation that God has already afforded. In other words, the victory is won and faith is
genuinely believing that victory. This is the kind of faith that inspired Doss.
GROWING YOUR FAITH
5. How does my faith grow?
Romans 10:17 “Consequently, faith comes from
the
,
and the message is heard through the word of
.” The more time
we spend contemplating or hearing God’s Word, the more opportunity we give to God
to build our faith in partnership with Him. It’s in understanding God’s more beautiful
and perfect perspective that hope and faith are developed in us. Doss had great faith
because he was constantly studying God’s Word.
6. Isn’t faith blind? Doesn’t exercising faith require me to surrender my mind?
Matthew 22: 37 “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your
and with all your
and with all your
.’” Loving God
with all our minds implies that our faith should harness our intelligence. God calls us
to a wholistic faith that involves all aspects of our being. Biblical faith is based upon
evidence. Evidence does not prove beyond the shadow of a doubt, but it does give an
intelligent basis upon which to build faith. Those who promote the idea that faith is blind
are not promoting biblical faith.
7. What other evidence is there in the Bible that will help us build a reasonable
faith?
John 14:29 “I have told you now
it happens, so that when it
happen you will
.” Jesus warned His disciples
about His imminent betrayal and crucifixion, not just in an effort to prepare them for a
traumatic time, but also so that, later on, they would remember His prophetic words
and have their faith in Him strengthened. The Bible contains many predictions that
have proved accurate as history has unfolded. The study of these predictions and their
fulfilments can be a very effective faith-builder.
8. What is the best motivation for faith?
1 Corinthians 13:1-2 “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have
, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift

of
have a

and can fathom all mysteries and all
, and if I
that can move
, but do not have love, I am
.” Our faith should be based on evidence, but it should also be
inspired by love — love for God and love for humanity.
1 John 5:4 (New King James Version) “For whatever is born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world — our faith.”

Do You Have Faith Like Doss?
Day after painstaking day, Doss risked life and limb for men who had hated and despised
him. He had love for them even though, initially, they had none for him. After time with him on
the field of battle, however, he won their hearts. After the war, Doss’s fellow soldiers regarded
him with reverence and love — not only because of how much he chose to love them
through faith in God, but because of how they hadn’t deserved it.
Doss was injured and waited for five long hours with 13 pieces of shrapnel in his leg before
Ralph Baker and the other stretcher bearers reached him. While being carried through an
intense firefight, Doss saw another soldier more injured than himself, so he rolled off of his
stretcher to attend to the other man’s wounds. Doss then requested that the other man be
taken to safety. Once again, lying there waiting, he exposed himself to the danger of the
battlefield. This is the gospel of Christ lived out in faith through Desmond Doss.
Consider what steps you want to take right now to embrace more of God’s love and grow
your faith.
My Response
☐ I want to live a life less ordinary — a life full of faith, hope and love.
☐ I commit to spend time reading the Bible.
☐ I would like to talk to someone about growing my faith more.

NEXT TOPIC: A HIGHER COMMAND
Doss made it clear he would not take life at home or in battle.
Discover what drove him to this strong conviction and the
positive impact it had on his life.
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