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Origin of Evil

Desmond Doss, a conscientious objector and a medic during World War II, found himself
embroiled in a fierce battle on the Japanese island of Okinawa. The island was seen as a
strategic place from where the Allies would be able to launch an assault on the rest of Japan,
and so it was heavily defended by Japanese troops.
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The battle was one of the bloodiest in the
Pacific, with an estimated total of more than
82,000 direct casualties on both sides. With
grenades, shellfire and sniper fire all around
him, Desmond Doss walked unarmed onto
the battlefield. He showed resilience, tenacity
and courage. Throughout his period of service
on Okinawa, he worked his hardest to save
lives, bringing good out of bad.

Doss’s heroism and bravery were recognised when he received the Medal of Honor. His desire
was to save life while everyone else was taking it. Doss did this because he knew about a
greater conflict going on. He knew about a greater Medic who is also saving lives in the middle
of a much bigger battle. Doss read about this battle in his precious Bible. Let’s take a look at the
battle that Doss knew as the Great Controversy, and learn how we can stand firm and strong
like him on the battlefield of life.
WHAT IS THE GREAT CONTROVERSY?
1. Where did this Great Controversy begin and where did Satan end up?
Revelation 12:7-9 “And there was war in
, Michael* and his angels
fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But they were not
enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was
hurled down - the ancient serpent called the
or
,
who
the whole world astray. He was hurled to the
,
and his angels with him.”
2. What happened that led to this battle in heaven?
Isaiah 14:12-14 “How you have fallen from heaven,
star, son of the
dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! You
said in your heart, “I will
to the heavens; I will
my
* In Scripture, Michael is variously identified as a holy archangel, “the angel of the Lord.”

throne above the stars of God; I will sit
on the mount of assembly, on
the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend
the tops
of the clouds; I will make myself like the
.”
Satan’s original name was Lucifer (this name means “shining one,” “light bearer” or
“morning star”). He was a powerful angel and held a position close to the throne of God.
His name was changed to Satan (“enemy,” “accuser”) after his rebellion.
3. What were the consequences of Adam and Eve choosing to follow the “serpent of old”?
Genesis 3:1-19
Relationship with God
Relationships between people
Relationship with self
Relationship with environment
Other consequences
4. Who is caught in the crossfire?
1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 12:17 “Be
and
.
Your
the
prowls around like a roaring
looking for someone to devour.” As we can see in Revelation 12:7, Satan is not worried
about people who don’t believe in God. But he makes concerted efforts against those
who are committed followers of Jesus. So don’t be surprised if things get interesting!
THE RESCUE MISSION
5. Who enters the battlefield on our behalf?
Romans 5:8 “But God
his own
for us in this: While
we were still
, Christ died for us.” Did you get that? Christ comes
down to earth, steps into the middle of the battle and stands up for all of us by giving His
life to satisfy the penalty that sin demands (Romans 6:23). Like Doss, He is the ultimate
Medic on the battlefield, showing His love to all those in need of a rescuer.
6. The battle continues right here and right now. Who continues to work on our behalf?
Hebrews 7:24, 25 “...but because
lives forever, he has a permanent
priesthood. Therefore he is able to
completely those who come to God
him, because he always lives to
for them.”
7. How do we continue to survive on the battlefield?
Ephesians 6:10-17 “Finally, be
in the Lord and in his mighty
. Put on the full
of God, so that you can take
against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is
not against
, but against the rulers,

against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the
of evil in the heavenly realms.”
THE END OF THE GREAT CONTROVERSY
8. How does the battle end?
Revelation 21:2-5, 27 “I saw the
, the new Jerusalem, coming
out of
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
saying, “Now the
dwelling place of God is with
, and he will dwell with them. They will be
his people, and God himself will be
them and be their God.
He will
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
or
or
or
,
for the old order of things has
away.” The controversy ends and God
restores the world to its original state — the way He desired it to be.

The Bible Can Change Your Life
Desmond Doss knew that, no matter what happened to him on the battlefield, everything
was going to be OK because he had Jesus. That means eternal life. Doss held on to these
promises in the Bible — they got him through some of the most horrible situations that life
could throw at him.
Doss had confidence that there was something bigger going on. And while, at times, there is
collateral damage and we are caught in the crossfire, Jesus stood up for him and us, and has
already delivered the fatal blow to the enemy.
My Response
☐ I want to ask God to cover me with His armour.
☐ Like Doss, do you want to stand on the battlefield of life, covered with God’s armour, knowing
that Jesus is standing up for you right now?
☐ Do you want your name in the book of life?

NEXT TOPIC: THE POWER OF 10 MINUTES
Doss held up the fight for Okinawa for 10 minutes while he
prayed and, as a result, not a man in company B was lost.
Discover what Doss knew about the importance of 10 minutes.
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