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A member of the 77th Infantry Division, Desmond
Doss was one of the most fearless medics in the
battles of Guam, Leyte and Okinawa. On October 12,
1945, Private Doss received the Congressional Medal
of Honor from the President of the United States —
the first non-combatant to receive this award.
The fierceness of the Battle of Okinawa cannot be
overstated. 50,000 American soldiers died, almost
a third of the local population was killed and more
than 100,000 Japanese soldiers died. “I thank God
for letting me do my part in this war in saving the
lives of my fellow man,” said Doss in accepting
the medal on behalf of the men who had paid the
supreme price.
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Doss was one of the bravest people alive, fearless with regard to what would happen to him.
As his fellow veterans noted, Doss’s medal was due not to a one-off act of bravery, but for
doing something outstanding “time and time and every time again.” Doss said, “I was willing
to go to the front lines to save life, but not to take life.”
DOSS VALUED LIFE
From a young age, Doss had learned to value life — this was one of the principles he
internalised from reading his Bible.
1. What does the Bible say about God’s love for people?
2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
He is
with you, not wanting anyone to
, but
everyone to come to repentance.” To God, every life is precious — you, your family, your
neighbour, even the stranger you meet. God desires to give eternal life to everyone. To
the soldiers who lay injured on the battlefield, it was obvious they needed rescuing. Each
wounded soldier simply had to wait for their rescuer to arrive. Today, our battlefield looks
very different, but we are still surrounded by evil — terrorism, corruption, exploitation
and abuse.

2. What went wrong? Why do we need rescuing?
Genesis 3:6 “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was
for
food and pleasing to the eye, and also
for gaining wisdom, she took
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”
Our free choice has impacted our universe. From generation to generation, humanity has
continued to exercise its free will — free to do what’s right and equally free to do what
is wrong. Choosing to do what is wrong is what the Bible terms as sin.
3. How does the Bible describe the magnitude of the sin problem?
Romans 3:10; 3:23 “As it is written, “There is
righteous, not even
one…” “for
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...” The word all
excludes no-one. All of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s plan.
4. Sin has become so widespread that it has impacted our thoughts, decisions and
motives. Is there any hope?
1 John 4:9 “This is how God showed his
among us: He sent his one
and only
into the world that we might
through him.”
5. In the midst of battle, this is the best news — God sent Someone to rescue us.
But can we do this ourselves?
Jeremiah 13:23 “Can an Ethiopian change his
or a leopard its
? Neither can you do
who are accustomed to doing
.”
REMEDY FOR OUR SIN PROBLEM
6. The Bible says all have sinned, we cannot change ourselves and we need help.
But where does our help come from?
John 3:17 “For God did not send his
into the world to
the world, but to
the world through him.”
7. Many people in the Bible asked, “What must I do to be saved?” Perhaps you have
asked the same question. How does the Bible answer that question?
1 John 1:9 “If we
our sins, he is faithful and just and will
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” Confessions are
made directly to God and He promises that He will forgive you. True confession comes
from a heart that is sorry for sin.
8. What happens to our sin?
2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him who had no
to be sin for us, so that
in him we might become the
of God.” Jesus loves us so much that

He exchanged His perfect life and took our sin. “Christ was treated as we deserve that
we may be treated as He deserves”* — “by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).
Although Doss was abused, criticised and beaten throughout his military training,
something had changed by the time his division entered the battle of Okinawa. Wounded
soldiers called out for him so that they would not be left to die on the battlefield alone.
And time and time again, Doss braved the flying bullets to rescue them.
9. What is the promise to those who call out to be saved?
Romans 10:13 “Everyone who
on the name of the Lord will be
.” “Everyone” is a term that has no limits. You might feel chained by
sin or bound by circumstances, but the Bible says to call on the name of Jesus and you
will be saved. A wonderful transformation will take place.
10. What is the transformation?
John 1:12 “Yet to all who did
him, to those who
in his name, he gave the right to become
of God...”

Answers About Life
Doss took many risks, exposing himself to enemy fire to assist injured soldiers. On May 5,
1945, 10 metres from the enemy position, Doss rendered first aid to a wounded soldier and
carried him 100 metres to safety. There were many more men he rescued — Doss risked his
life to save 75 men from certain death on the battlefield that day. In the same way, Jesus left
the presence of God on a rescue mission to save us and give us eternal life. All we have to do
is accept this amazing offer.
My Response
How do you feel about what the Bible says about eternal life?
☐ I understand that I need to be rescued by God.
☐ I want to confess my sins to God and ask Jesus to save me.
☐ I desire to be called a child of God.
* Ellen G White, The Desire of Ages

NEXT TOPIC: ORIGIN OF EVIL
When Doss went to war, he couldn’t conceive the magnitude of
evil he would witness, even though he had an understanding of
the origin of evil. Go on the journey with Doss to discover the
origin of pain and suffering — and learn where it will all end.
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