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A New Life

Desmond Doss was a man of integrity. What he
believed didn’t just affect his life one day a week
or when it suited him. He believed that we are
accountable to God for what we do and with what
He has entrusted to us. This covered every area of
his life and was lived out in practical ways, such
as what he chose to eat, choosing to enlist and
choosing not to take life, but instead to make the
world a better place by putting a little bit of it back
together again. The Bible teaches that we are not
the owners of the earth, but have been entrusted
with its resources and the care of everything —
creation, gifts and talents, money, time, our health
— all for the sake of God’s purposes in the world.
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OWNERSHIP OF THE EARTH
1. Who does this earth and everything in it belong to?
Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the
, and
in it,
the world, and all who
in it…”
2. Who did God give dominion over this earth and everything in it?
Psalm 8:4-8 “...You made him
over the works of your hands;
you put
under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the animals of
the wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.”
God put humanity as rulers of this earth. It is our task to care for it and nurture it (see
Genesis 1:26; 2:15).
BELONGING TO GOD
3. As a result of what happened at the cross, who do Christians belong to?
1 Corinthians 6:19,20 “Do you not know that your
is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your
…”

4. How are Christians to acknowledge God’s ownership?
1 Corinthians 10:31 “So whether you
or
or
whatever you
, do it all for the
of God.” Life can be
divided into four basic areas, each a gift from God. He gave us a body, abilities, time
and material possessions. As God’s stewards, we must take care of all four as faithful
stewards. A steward is a person entrusted with management of the estate of another.
To the Christian, stewardship means being responsible for, and the use of, everything
entrusted to the believer by God — life, health, time, talents and possessions.
MAKING THE MOST OF GOD’S GIFT
5. What was the original diet given by God to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden?
Genesis 1:29-30 “Then God said, “I give you every
plant
on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has
with seed in it.
They will be yours for
.” After the flood, God allowed the use of certain
animals for food, but this is not the best for us (see Genesis 7:2-3, 8; Leviticus 11:1-23;
Deuteronomy 14:3-30). Today, we should eat the best healthy, sustainable food we can
that’s available in the place where we live.
6. The Bible talks about giving God His rightful place in the area of our finances too.
Proverbs 3:9-10 “Honor the Lord with your
, with the firstfruits of all
your crops; then your barns will be filled to
, and your vats will
brim over with new wine.”
7. How are we to honour the Lord with our wealth? What is God’s promise in return?
Malachi 3:10 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house.
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
that there will not be
room enough to store it.” The tithe is a tenth of all that we earn, and offerings are what
we give of our own free will for the cause of God. When we fail in these things, it is an
outward sign that our faith in God’s ability to take care of us is weak.
8. Each believer has been given spiritual gifts (see Romans 12:6). What should we
do with them?
1 Peter 4:10 “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
others, as
stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms.”

INVESTING IN TIME WITH GOD
9. Jesus regularly took time for prayer and reflection (see Mark 6:46). How does the
Bible encourage us to best make use of our time?
Ephesians 5:15-18 “Be very
, then, how you live — not as unwise
but as
, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are
evil. Therefore do not be
, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do
not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
with
the Spirit…”
10. The new Christian life bears the fruit of our faith and trust in Jesus Christ. He
is interested in us and wants the best for us. At the Second Coming, what does
Jesus say to all faithful stewards?
Matthew 25:21 “His master replied, “Well done,
and
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things. Come and
your master’s happiness!”

Living With Integrity
Living with the same integrity as Doss will affect every area of your life. How you care for the
world around you, your health, finances and time. All of this is an outward expression of our
relationship with Jesus.
As you are continuing to live for Jesus, are there changes you need to make in your life so
that you can more faithfully live as a good steward?
My Response
☐ I want Jesus to help me live the new Christian life.
☐ I recognise my body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and choose to live in a healthy way.
☐ I want to allow God to influence every part of my life to honour Him.
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