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The Second Coming and
the End of the World

What Desmond Doss witnessed on the battlefield
was horrific in every way. One of the reasons he
could act with such courage in the face of almost
certain death was that he was fully convinced
Jesus would come again and transform our world
full of sadness and death to a new world with no
more sadness, pain or death. The Bible speaks
at length about Jesus’ return to our earth, calling
it the Second Coming. So what can we discover
about the Second Coming?
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THE PROMISE OF JESUS’ SECOND COMING
Jesus had just shared news of His pending betrayal with His followers, saying it was going to be by
one of His chosen disciples. From this context, Jesus shares news about the Second Coming.

1. What promise did Jesus give to His disciples?
John 14:1-3 “Do not let your
be troubled. You believe in God;
also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if it were
not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I
and prepare a place for you, I will
and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am.”
THE NATURE OF JESUS’ RETURN
2. Will the Second Coming be a secret?
Revelation 1:7 “[Jesus] is coming with the clouds, and every
will see
Him…” Just as “lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west” so will be the
coming of Jesus (see Matthew 24:27). Everyone sees the sun each day, and in the same
way, everyone will see this event.
3. Who will accompany Jesus at His Second Coming?
Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of Man [Jesus]
[Greek = parousia]
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne.” Parousia
is used in ancient writings to describe the literal arrival of a king.

SIGNS OF JESUS’ RETURN
4. What warning did Jesus give to the last generation concerning His Second
Coming?
Matthew 24:24 “For false
and false prophets will appear and perform
great
and
to
, if possible, even
the elect.”
5. Jesus said to look for key events that would act as signs of His soon return. What
are the signs of Jesus’ coming?
Matthew 24:3-13 “...You will hear of
and
of wars, but
see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the
is still
to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
and
in various places. All these are the beginning of
birth pains... At that time many will
away from the faith and will betray
and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.
Because of the increase of
, the
of most will grow
cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.”
6. What is another sign Jesus highlights that will take place before His return?
Matthew 24:14 “And this
of the kingdom will be
in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the
will
come.”
7. The Bible says Jesus will come like a
(1 Thessalonians 5:1-3).
What do you think this means?
8. How does the Bible call us to live as we wait for Jesus to return?
Titus 2:12-13

9. Does Jesus give us any further instructions on how to be ready for His promised
return?
John 5:24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever
my word and
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but
has crossed over from death to life.” Jesus doesn’t give a date for His return — only
instructions to “watch and be ready” (Matthew 24:42-44).

A NEW WORLD
10. What kind of a world will Jesus ultimately establish?
Revelation 21:3-4 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s
place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
or
or
or
, for the old order
of things has
away.’”

A New Hope
The Second Coming is good news that can inspire you in life, even in the middle of a
battlefield. Desmond Doss knew that life on earth wasn’t easy — whether he was serving in
the military or not. He lost friends in battles during WWII. He was diagnosed with tuberculosis
— costing him a lung — and, following his discharge from the Army in 1946, spent five
years undergoing treatment for injuries and illness sustained in WWII. His beloved wife
Dorothy passed away in 1991.
But none of that changed his faith in the wonderful hope that is promised by the Second
Coming of Jesus. Doss knew that this event would reunite him not only with loved ones who
also believed in God, but also unite him with Jesus, who he loved.
The blessed hope paid for by Jesus’ death is ours by faith in Jesus right now. By remaining
faithful to Him, it will be ours in reality at his coming. The Second Coming of Jesus, for each
of us, is as close as our lifetime. The important question isn’t, “When will Jesus come?” but,
“Am I right with God now?” If you are, then you’re ready for Jesus to return!
My Response
☐ I would like to learn more about Jesus’ Second Coming.
☐ I am looking forward to Jesus’ return.
☐ I love Jesus and I am ready for Jesus to return.

NEXT TOPIC: A NEW LIFE
You should make the most of the gift that has been given to
you — but where to start? Discover key principles that will
help you to not only survive, but thrive.
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