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Death

During World War II, more than 60 million people were killed. Death and destruction became
so common that hardly a family was unaffected by loss. Desmond Doss, like so many brave
men and women, was willing to lay down his life for God and country. In situations like this,
the question of what happens to
us when we die becomes urgently
important.
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The Bible has much to say on this
topic, and it not only provides us with
hope for the future, but gives great
insight into how we should live in the
present.

DEATH AS SLEEP
1. When talking to His disciples about His friend Lazarus, who had died, how did
Jesus describe his death?
John 11:11-14 “…he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen
;
but I am going there to
.’ His disciples
replied, ‘Lord, if he
, he will get better.’ Jesus had been speaking of
his
, but his disciples thought he meant
sleep. So then
he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is
…’” The term cemetery comes from the
ancient Greek word koimeterion, meaning “sleeping place.” This word was first used to
refer to burial grounds by the early Christians, reflecting their belief in the state of the
dead. More than 50 times, the Bible refers to death as a sleep.
2. Speaking to Martha at the graveside of Lazarus, who did Jesus say He was and
what would happen to those who believe in Him?
John 11:21-25 “I am the
and the
. The one who
in me will live, even though they die.”
At the graveside of Lazarus, Jesus wept out of love and empathy for Mary and the other
mourners (verses 33-36). Lazarus was dead for four days, but this raises questions.
Where was he during this time? What was his experience of death?

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A PERSON DIES?
3. To understand what death is, we need to go back to the beginning and see how
God made humans in the first place. What two elements were used by God to
make the first man into a living being?
Genesis 2:7 “Then the Lord God
a man from the
of the ground and
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man
became a
being.” God formed a body out of earth, then breathed
life into it. The combination of the breath of life and the body made Adam a living being.
The expression “living being” is from the Hebrew word nephesh, and in earlier Bible
versions was translated “living soul.” It literally means “living creature.”
4. What did God say would happen to Adam and Eve if they ate from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil?
Genesis 2:15-17 “God said: ‘...for when you eat from it you will certainly
.’”
5. What did the serpent (devil) say would happen?
Genesis 3:4,5 “The devil said: ‘You will
certainly die...’”
WHO SHOULD WE BELIEVE?
6. What did God say to Adam and Eve about would happen to their bodies at death?
Genesis 3:19 “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you
to the
, since from it you were taken; for
you are and to
you will return.”
7. What happens to the “breath of life” or the “spirit” at death?
Ecclesiastes 12:7 “...and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit
[breath] returns to God who gave it.” This spark of life in the Bible is called the spirit or
breath of life (Hebrew: ruach; Greek: pneuma). These terms are used interchangeably
and indicate only the element of life, not consciousness or intelligence (see Job 27:3).
Death is the reverse of what took place at Creation. The body returns back into dust, and
the breath or spirit returns to God who originally breathed life into Adam.
EXTRA READING: What does the Bible say about trying to contact the dead and other
occult practices? (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)
JESUS’ DEATH BRINGS LIFE
Jesus holds the keys to life. At His death and subsequent resurrection, something very
significant was achieved.

8. What did Jesus accomplish by His death?
Hebrews 2:14,15 “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might
him who holds the
of death — that is, the devil — and
those who
all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” Jesus conquered death. But the
news gets even better for us. Jesus is willing to share the gift of life with us.
9. When do those who have accepted Jesus’ gift of eternal life receive immortality?
1 Corinthians 15:51-54 “For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be
imperishable, and we will be
. For the perishable must clothe
itself with the
, and the mortal with
.” These
verses make it clear that we humans, here and now, do not have immortal souls. Eternity
is a gift that only God can give. We can receive that gift when Jesus returns.
10. Christians still cry for the loss of a loved one at funerals, but their grieving is
tempered by the truth that their loved one is resting peacefully and, if they died in
Jesus, they will see that person again.
1 Corinthians 15:55-57 “‘Where, O death, is your
? Where, O death,
is your
?’ The sting of death is
, and the power of sin
is the
. But thanks be to God! He gives us the
through
our Lord
.” See also 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

My response
Death is a curse that triggers fear in most people, yet a proper biblical understanding of
death paints a beautiful and empowering picture that enables people to live boldly in the
present with a hope that Jesus has conquered even the grave.
☐
☐
☐
☐

I’m thankful that Jesus has defeated death.
I’m looking forward to Jesus’ return and the resurrection of those who sleep in Him.
I would like to learn more about what the Bible says about death and eternity.
I would like to know more about Jesus, who promises eternal life.

NEXT TOPIC: THE SECOND COMING AND THE END
OF THE WORLD
Have you ever thought that there has to be more to life than
eat, sleep, work, repeat? Well, the good news is that there is!
Doss knew there was more to life, and lived in the promise that
a day was coming where there would be no more crying, death
and pain. What did Doss know that can help you today?
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