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The Bible

Private Desmond Doss was a man who had a deep love for the Bible. In fact, it would be fair
to say that it became the most defining influence of his life — even in his childhood. He put
everything on the line just so he could be true to it. Of course, he is not alone in this regard. The
Bible is the most popular book in the history of the world and has changed the lives of millions.
In this study, we will take a closer look at this
book we call the Bible. It was written over a
period of 1500 years by 44 different authors,
making it a collection of different documents —
poems, lyrics, letters, histories, visions. How can
one book have such an impact on a person’s
life? What is it about the Bible that makes it so
special and how can we experience its lifechanging influence?
Let’s look at what the Bible says about itself.
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THE BIBLE IS A MESSAGE FROM GOD
1. How has God chosen to communicate His messages to humanity?
Amos 3:7 “Surely the Sovereign Lord does
without revealing his plan
to his servants the
.” Prophets are people God called to speak and write
for Him. God has not left us in the dark concerning life and its meaning. Through His
prophets, He has revealed His answers to life’s great questions.
2. From whom did the prophets receive the message?
2 Peter 1:20, 21 “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came
about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy
had its
in the will of men, but men spoke from
as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” The Bible is different from every other book
you will read. It is inspired by the Holy Spirit.

HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE
3. What did Jesus say about how a person could understand the teachings of the Bible?
John 7:17 “If anyone who
to do God’s will
will find out
whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.” The Bible needs
to be read with an eagerness to learn and a willingness to follow God’s will.
4. How should we study the Bible?
2 Timothy 2:15 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed and who
the word of
truth [the Bible].”
5. What prayer did David, a shepherd who became the king of Israel, pray that could
help us in understanding the Bible?
Psalm 119:18 “
that I may see wonderful things in
your law.” The Bible should be read prayerfully. Prayer is talking to God as you would to
a friend.
6. How did the people of Berea, a city in what is now northern Greece, receive the
Apostle Paul’s message about Jesus? How did they verify what he told them?
Acts 17:10-12 “Now the Berean [Jews] were of more noble character than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the message with
and examined the Scriptures [Bible]
to see if what Paul said
was true.” The Bible needs to be studied carefully. Passages should be read within
their historical, cultural and literary context. Someone has said with tongue-in-cheek,
“Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him” (Genesis 4:8); Jesus said, “Go and do
likewise” (Luke 10:37); and, “What you are about to do, do quickly” (John 13:27). All three
statements are in the Bible, but they are not related to each other at all.
THE PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE
7. What is the focal point of the entire Bible?
Luke 24:13-32, 44-48 “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to
them what was said in all the Scriptures
(verse 27).”
The whole Bible is about Jesus’ and God’s plan to rescue human beings from sin and
evil. The terms the “Law of Moses,” the “Prophets” and the “Psalms” (or “Writings”) were
the three divisions of the Hebrew Old Testament.

8. For what purpose did Jesus come to this world?
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he
his one and only Son
[Jesus], that whoever believes in him shall not
but have
life.”
9. What does Jesus promise to give those of us who are burdened?
Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are
and
, and I will give you
.”

The Bible Can Change Your Life
Some time ago, the American Bible Society conducted an experiment in Chicago. They chose
a five-block area in the district with the highest crime rate and flooded it with 7000 copies of
John’s Gospel, enclosing an invitation for anyone who wanted more reading material to send
for a free copy of the Gospel of Luke or, for 25 cents, the whole New Testament in modern
English. They received 200 requests for New Testaments in response to the mailing. More
significant to them was the fact that the police captain in the district reported that the crime
rate had dropped drastically within one month of the experiment. The same experiment was
conducted in another area with a high crime rate, with similar results.*
There’s power in the Bible. It changes lives. It can change your life. The Bible says, “Taste
and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8). Just as the proof of the pudding is in the eating,
so as we take the Bible and read it, we will find hope and meaning in life.
My Response
What have you discovered about the Bible that has helped you?
☐ That the Bible can be trusted.
☐ That the Bible is relevant for us today.
☐ That I’m excited about what I’ve discovered and would like to spend more time reading
the Bible.
What assurance comes to mind about the Bible when you think about its power, preservation
and reliability?

NEXT TOPIC: LOVE STORY
How did Doss define love — “Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” Discover the
depth of love Doss had for his fellow soldiers, despite the
challenges he endured.
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