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Dan 9:1-2.. “In the first year of Darius
( Persian title meaning lord ) the son of

Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the
Medes, who was made king over the
realm of the Chaldeans—
Cyrus (598bc -529bc), was the son
of the Persian King Cambyses and
Mandana, the daughter of Median
King Astyages. In 559bc he became
the king of Persia and in 550bc he
defeated Astyages his grandfather,
and merged Media and Persia,

536
536bc

CYRUS

Israel’s captivity to the king of Babylon ended with the fall of the
Babylonian Empire to Cyrus. The prophetic expectation of Daniel’s
people was, they would return to Jerusalem and resume their life.
Therefore the setting of this chapter would be before Cyrus’
Decree to rebuild the Temple.
Dan 9:2.. “…in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by
the books the number of the years specified by the word of the
Lord through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.”

Jer 25:10.. “these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy
years. …Daniel who had been utterly shaken by the timeframe
spoken of by the two Holy Ones in chapter 8, and recognising the
state of his people began a personal prayer and supplications on
behalf of his people.

“Then I set my face toward
the Lord God to make request by
prayer and supplications, with fasting,
sackcloth, and ashes.

Dan 9:3..

Mordecai’s reaction to a decree to kill
all the Jews at a later time in the Media
Persian Empire, was similar to Daniel.
Esther 4:1-3.. “he tore his clothes and

put on sackcloth and ashes, and went
out into the midst of the city. He cried
out with a loud and bitter cry. …in every
province where the king's command
and decree arrived, there was great
mourning among the Jews, with
fasting, weeping, and wailing; and
many lay in sackcloth and ashes.”

The practical side of Daniel’s Affliction of Soul,
Dan 9:4-5..
“And I prayed to the Lord my God, and made
confession, and said, “O Lord, great and awesome God, who
keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with
those who keep His commandments, we have sinned and
committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by
departing from Your precepts and Your judgments.”

Daniel’s Prayer for Israel continues.
Dan 9:6-7.. “Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets,
who spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our
fathers and all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness
belongs to You, but to us shame of face, as it is this day—to the
men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those
near and those far off in all the countries to which You have driven
them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have committed
against You.

Daniel had understanding of the sins of the House of Israel,
how it had not listened to the prophets, and how it was
unfaithful to God.

Dan 9:8-10.. “O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings,
our princes, and our fathers, because we have sinned against
You. To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though
we have rebelled against Him. We have not obeyed the voice of
the Lord our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by
His servants the prophets.”
Dan 9:11.. “…Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has
departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the curse and
the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have
been poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him.
The curses that applied to the nation of Israel were written in the
Law of Moses’ Book of Deuteronomy, chapters 27:11, to 28:68
and are repeated as severe judgments in Ezekiel 14:21.

“…And He has confirmed His words, which He
spoke against us and against our judges who judged us, by
bringing upon us a great disaster; for under the whole heaven
such has never been done as what has been done to Jerusalem.
As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come
upon us; yet we have not made our prayer before the Lord our
God, that we might turn from our iniquities and understand Your
truth.”

Dan 9:12-13..

Daniel recognised that Israel as a nation had not repented of their
sins of rebellion, so he is praying with fasting ashes and sackcloth
on the nation’s behalf, to ask for God’s forgiveness.

Dan 9:14-15.. “Therefore the Lord has
kept the disaster in mind, and brought
it upon us; for the Lord our God is
righteous in all the works which He
does, though we have not obeyed His
voice. And now, O Lord our God, who
brought Your people out of the land of
Egypt with a mighty hand, and made
Yourself a name, as it is this day—we
have sinned, we have done wickedly!

There is a mindset today that the
God of Love will not punish anyone
who ignores His Law.
Daniel’s
prayer acknowledges the error of
that thinking.

Daniel begins his appeal.
Dan 9:16-17.. “…O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I
pray, let Your anger and Your fury be turned away from Your city
Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; because for our sins, and for the
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are a reproach
to all those around us. Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of
Your servant, and his supplications, and for the Lord's sake cause
Your face to shine on Your sanctuary, which is desolate.

Daniel appeals to the Mercy and Forgiveness of God
Dan 9:18-19.. “…O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your
eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called by Your
name; for we do not present our supplications before You because
of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great mercies. O
Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for
Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are called
by Your name.”

God answered Daniel’s prayer by revealing how the mercy asked
for by Daniel would be given to the unrepentant Nation and a
specific time had been set for it to respond. Daniel’s focus was for
his nation he looked forward to the Saviour and the promised
salvation. He didn’t know how it would be achieved, or the scope
of the salvation. And he didn’t know that the Messiah the Prince in
his vision was the Holy One of Israel to whom he was praying.
Dan 9:20-21.. “Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing
my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my
supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my
God, yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I
had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly,
reached me about the time of the evening offering. And he
informed me, and talked with me,

Dan 9:22-23.. “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to

understand. At the beginning of your supplications the command
went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved;
therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision:

Daniel had chosen from his youth to be faithful to his
nation’s spiritual heritage, he had worshipped the Holy
One of Israel, the Lord God Almighty throughout his life.
Daniel also Understood
Israel as a nation was not keeping the Law of God and no
longer did it heeded the prophetic word of God.
He understood, unfaithfulness was rebellion and that God
had judged Israel for it’s rebellion.
Daniel knew in Jeremiah’s prophecy that the punishment
was to last seventy years so he had prayed asking for
God’s mercy not because his people had changed but
because they were called God’s people.

When Gabriel appeared to Daniel after his
prayer for mercy Gabriel’s comment was
“understand the vision;” the vision to which
he was referring would be what Daniel had
seen in chapters 7 and seen and heard in
chapter 8, which resulted in him fainting.
Gabriel’s explanation also acknowledged
Daniel’s prayerful confessions.

Dan 9:25.. “Seventy weeks are determined

For your people and for your holy city,
To finish the transgression,
To make an end of sins,

Seventy weeks = can be expressed as Seventy sevens, the
Hebrew word sevens or sevened in the Strong’s concordance
is, ַ ׁשָבּועšâḇûa‘; or ַ ׁשָבֻעshabuan; meaning, a week (specifically
a week of years) Therefore seventy multiplied by seven (a week
of years) = 490 (not days) years.
Determined = ְַ חָתḥâṯaḵ; a primitive root; properly, = to cut off.
“Seventy weeks are determined” means 490 years are cut off;
the question is cut off from what? As the understanding for
Daniel was for the previous vision it has to be cut off from the
time prophecy of 2300 years given there.
continued

490 years The 2,300 years from chapter 8:13-14

What was to happen in the prophecy?… For 2,300 years the sanctuary
and the host, the people of God, were to be trampled underfoot. And
490 years were to be cut off from it for Daniel’s people.
…When Daniel was appealing for God’s mercy what was the state of
the Temple sanctuary? …It did not exist.
…The Sanctuary would be rebuilt during the 490 years, when restored
would Israel’s covenant agreement be re-implement with God? …No.
…What would be the Temple’s outcome when rebuilt? …Because of
Israel’s continueing infidelity it would be destroyed again in 70ad.
…The earthly sanctuary was a copy of the heavenly,… would the
heavenly sanctuary be affected? …It was unaffected, but it’s functions
and services would be hidden by distortions, lies and false worship.

Daniel in prayer asked God for mercy towards his people in
spite of their transgressions, God responded with an additional
period of time, “seventy weeks are determined,” 490 years are
cut off “for your people and for your holy city, to… finish the
transgression, to make an end of sins.” Daniel’s people were…
Dan 9:24.. To make reconciliation for iniquity,

To bring in everlasting righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the Most Holy.

“The beginning of the seventy weeks prophecy to restored and
build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince” also applied to the
2,300 year prophecy from which it was cut. Then Daniel was
given extra details as to what his people needed to do in the time
they had…
Dan 9:25.. “Know therefore and understand,
That from the going forth of the command
To restore and build Jerusalem
Until Messiah the Prince,
In verse 24, Daniel’s people were told to…“anoint the Most Holy.”
In this verse they are told the Messiah, the one they were to
anoint was the Prince, who was coming. The Prince of the host
and Prince of princes in chapter 8, has for Daniel become the
Messiah the Prince.

In Daniel chapters 8, 9 and 10, the title Prince though it is referring
to more than one person, is describing Michael:
* Dan 8:11 = the Prince of the host
* Dan 8:25 = the Prince of princes,
* Dan 9:25 = Messiah the Prince
All the references are for the same person. …The word translated
Prince is… ׂשַרśar; …a head person (of any rank or class): —
captain (that had rule), chief (captain), general, governor, keeper,
lord, ( prince(-ipal), ruler.
…In Joshua 5:13-15, before the fall of
Jericho, Joshua saw a man with a drawn sword and he asked,
“Are You for us or for our adversaries?” he replied, “No, but as
Commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” The word
Commander is translated from the same hebrew word; śar

Detail is now added regarding the Seventy Weeks.
9:26.. There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks;
The street shall be built again, and the wall,
Even in troublesome times.

49 years
7 weeks

+ 434 years = 483 years 7 years
+ 62 weeks = 69 weeks 1 week

70 weeks / 490 years

9:26.. “And after the sixty-two weeks
Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;

49 years
7 weeks

+ 434 years = 483 years 7 years
+ 62 weeks = 69 weeks 1 week

70 weeks/490 years

9:26.. And the people of the prince who is to come
Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.
Prince translated here is not referring to Michael but an earthly ruler
“The Roman legions surrounded the city and began to slowly squeeze
the life out of the Jewish stronghold. By the year 70, the attackers had
breached Jerusalem's outer walls and began a systematic ransacking
of the city. The assault culminated in the burning and destruction of
the Temple that served as the centre of Judaism.
The Romans slaughtered thousands. Of those sparred from death:
thousands more were enslaved and sent to toil in the mines of Egypt,
others were dispersed to arenas throughout the Empire to be
butchered for the amusement of the public. The Temple's sacred relics
were taken to Rome where they were displayed in celebration of the
victory.”
"The Romans Destroy the Temple at Jerusalem, 70 AD,"
EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com

A panel on the Arch of Titus, in Rome

9:26.. And the people of the prince who is to come
Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.
The end of it shall be with a flood,
And till the end of the war desolations are determined.
What war is being referred to here? …It is the war between
Michael and His people and the forces that make desolate.

457 bc

490 years

1798 bc
2,300 years from Dan chapter
8:13-14
1260 years
46 years

Media
Persia Greece Imperial Rome

Imperial Rome divided

It was the legions of Rome who destroyed
Jerusalem and it’s Temple. This prophecy
specifically states that from these people,
there was “a prince, who is to come.”
Gabriel was answering Daniel’s concerns,
about the terrible beast, that is the fourth
kingdom, and it’s little horn. Therefore
from the Imperial Roman Empire, whose
legions destroyed the Temple, the prince
who is to come; will rise.
This prophecy has introduced Daniel to
two princes.
One his people were to
anoint Michael the Prince. And one who
would war against God and his people to
make the world desolate.

9:27.. Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week;
He = Messiah the Prince,

Messiah = Anointed, consecrated.

Who is Messiah the Prince?

JESUS,

Does Daniel know Jesus? NO
Had Daniel seen Jesus YES he had
Had Daniel heard His voice YES he had
Does Daniel understand who He is Not at this time

Had Daniel seen Jesus, YES he had
Dan 7:13-14.. “I was watching in the night visions,

And behold, One like the Son of Man,
Coming with the clouds of heaven!
He came to the Ancient of Days,
And they brought Him near before Him.
Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,
That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
Which shall not pass away,
And His kingdom the one
Which shall not be destroyed.

Had Daniel heard His voice, YES he had
Dan 8“16.. “And I heard a man's voice between the banks of the Ulai,
who called, and said, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.”

9:27.. Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week;
But in the middle of the week
He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.
He = Messiah the Prince.
31/2
69 weeks

31/2

1 week

End of the 490 years
for Daniel’s people.

94120 weeks

483 years
7 years
1810 years
490 years cut from 2,300 years leaves 1810 years
covenant =  ּבְִריתḇerîyṯ; (in the sense of cutting); a compact
(made by passing between pieces of flesh): — covenant,
Gen 15:18.. the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To

your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to
the great river, the River Euphrates

Dan 9:27.. And on the wing of abominations shall be

one who makes desolate,
Even until the consummation, which is determined,
Is poured out on the desolate.”

“on the wing of,” Is difficult to make sense of, the word translated
wing, =  ּכָנָףḵânâp;̱ means edge or extremity; specifically (of a bird or
army) a wing,..(of the earth) a quarter, (of a building) a pinnacle:

In Isaiah 8:8 outspread wings are used to describe Assyria’s
attack on Judah as covering the whole land. In Gabriel’s
explanation, the abominations which make destitute (false
worship) would cover the whole earth before Jesus’ return.

Time of
the End

The Fourth prophesied Kingdom
Time of the Jews Apostolic Church

490 years

Time of the little horn

2,300 years chapter 8:13-14

Daniel’s reaction suggested he had interpreted the 2,300
years as affecting his people and their captivity for a longer
period than he could comprehend. Gabriel’s explanation was
reassurance for Daniel that God would restore the nation,
sanctuary and Jerusalem as prophesied but the nation only
had a predetermined time to end their transgressions and to
accept Messiah the Prince who was to come.

Chapter 9 ends abruptly after Gabriel’s explanation, no comment
was made or indication given as to Daniel’s reaction to the details
revealed. It is however apparent that he was still struggling to
understand, due to the fact that there are chapters 10 -12. These
three chapters are one vision and they contain the key that
unlocks the revelation for Daniel.

The question

is;

what or who is the Key?

Another question that has yet to be answered is: what was the
timing of events in the fall of Babylon and Cyrus’ first year?

1. In what time of year did Babylon fall?
There are many accounts, one of the most favoured is: In the
month of Tammuz (June/July mid summer) when the river levels
were low, which could have made it possible to wade. Wikipedia

2. When did Cyrus arrive at Babylon?
After his victory in the battle of Opis on the Tigris river, Cyrus sent
his general Gobryas, for a surprise attack on Babylon and he
went to Sippar on the Euphrates river. Babylon reputedly fell to
Wikipedia
Gobryas two days after the surrender of Sippar.

3. When was Daniel’s fast and prayer?
Daniel’s prayer was at the time of the Jewish fall calendar’s, Day
of Atonement in September/October, which was not very long
after Cyrus’ arrival in Babylon .

When Cyrus arrived in Babylon do you think he would have seen
the writing on the banquet room wall and heard of Daniel’s
interpretation, and of the other Bible prophecies that mention him.

4. The plot to throw Daniel into the lions den was it before or
after Daniel’s prayer and fast?
With Cyrus’ arrival in Babylon close to the time of the Jewish Day
of Atonement, it is more likely the plot against Daniel would have
occurred after his fast and prayer

5. Could any of the above events have influenced Cyrus to
issue a decree to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem?
Having seen the Jewish prophecies and the writing on the wall
and heard the testimony of those there. Then with his experience
of Daniel’s miraculous survival in the lions den, could Cyrus have
been convicted he should rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem.

Ezra 1:1-2.. Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the

word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the
Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in
writing, saying, Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms
of the earth the Lord God of heaven has given me. And He has
commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in
Judah..

Next
Daniel Chapter 10
God answers all Daniel’s concerns.

