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Chapter 6

Theme, Daniel in the Lions Den

When considering the book of Daniel chronologically, four
significant events have importance in the year Babylon fell, which
also became Cyrus’ first year:

1 The fall of Babylon and Daniel’s interpretation of the writing
also the prophecies that named Cyrus as conquering Babylon.
2 Daniel’s prayer and supplications where he confessed the
sins of Israel and appealed for God’s mercy, which resulted
in the vision of the coming Messiah.
3 The plot which resulted in being Daniel being cast into the
lions den, and Cyrus’ positive support for Daniel..
4 Cyrus’ decree to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.
These events need to be examined in sequence with regard to
what occurred before and would occur after.
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The Cyrus Cylinder, a 9
inch clay cylinder detailing
Cyrus’ conquest of the
Babylonian Empire.

It states, “Nabonidus the
last king of Babylon had
The British Museum
perverted the cults of the
Babylonian gods… and imposed labour service on it’s free
population who complained to the gods …The god Marduk
chose Cyrus …and ordered Cyrus to march on the city which
he entered without a fight…the people …joyfully accepted his
Kingship.” This cylinder describes Cyrus not as a conqueror,
but as a liberator and the legitimate successor to the crown of
Mesopotamia.
.

When in Babylon, Cyrus performed the religious ceremonies
Nabonidus had neglected and he returned the confiscated
icons to their temples around the country. These acts enabled
Cyrus to claim the legitimate rule, sanctioned by the
Babylonian gods. He explained to the Babylonians his empire,
would have a contract between himself and the various
peoples in his care. They pay their tribute and he would
ensure all were free to worship their own gods and live
according to their customs.

CYRUS THE GREAT

Prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah said, Babylon would fall to the
Medes. Cyrus was the son of the Persian King Cambyses and
Mandana, the daughter of Median King Astyages. In 559bc he
became king of Persia and in 550bc he defeated Astyages his
grandfather, and merged Media and Persia, which was thirteen
or fourteen years before the fall of the Babylonian Empire.
Historically Babylon had a close working partnership with Media
particularly against their common enemy Assyria. Could it be
that because Nebuchadnezzar accepted the God of Israel, the
fall of the Empire he had built was to a friend rather than an
enemy?

Jeremiah 51:11.. The Lord has raised up the spirit

of the kings of the Medes.
For His plan is against Babylon to destroy it,
Because it is the vengeance of the Lord,
The vengeance for His temple.

Jeremiah 51:28 Prepare against her the nations,

With the kings of the Medes,
Its governors and all its rulers,
All the land of his dominion.
And the land will tremble and sorrow;
For every purpose of the Lord shall be performed
against Babylon,

Cyrus had been King of Media and Persia, fourteen years
before he conquered Babylon and would have been in his
early sixties. He was killed in combat around 529bc.
Isaiah has prophecies that also relate to Babylon.
Isa 44:28.. Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer,…

Who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd,
And he shall perform all My pleasure,
Saying to Jerusalem, “You shall be built,”
And to the temple, “Your foundation shall be laid.”’

“Thus says the Lord to His anointed,
To Cyrus, whose right hand I have held—
To subdue nations before him
And loose the armour of kings,
To open before him the double doors,
So that the gates will not be shut:
‘I will go before you
And make the crooked places straight;”

Isa 45:1..

Isa 13:17.. “Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them,

Who will not regard silver;
And as for gold, they will not delight in it….

DARIUS  דְָּֽריָוֵׁשâddryâwêš;
Persian origin; Darejavesh, a
title (rather than the name)
of several Persian kings: —
Darius = "lord"

CYRUS

Three Persian kings after
Cyrus, 599bc-529bc were
named Darius, Darius 1
ruled from 522bc-486bc.
Could it be that Daniel who
knew Jeremiah’s prophecies
that God would raise up the
Medes against Babylon,
correctly described Cyrus as
a Median King.

Dan 5:30-31 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans,
was slain. And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being
about sixty-two years old.
Dan 9: 1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the

lineage of the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the
Chaldeans—
Wikipedia states, Darius the Mede …is not known to history…
and that no additional king can be placed between the known
figures of Belshazzar and Cyrus.
Cyrus by birth and military action was both king of Media and
king of Persia. ‘Darius’ is a Persian title meaning ‘lord of,
possessor of’. Daniel who knew the prophecies, would have
referred to Cyrus using the Persian title Darius, thereby correctly
proclaiming Cyrus as Lord of both Persia and Media.

Daniel Chapter 6
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one
hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the whole kingdom;
and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was one,
that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king
would suffer no loss.

Dan 6:1-2..

Dan 6:3-5.. Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the

governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in
him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole
realm. So the governors and satraps sought to find some
charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they
could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor
was there any error or fault found in him…
…Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against
this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of
his God.”

Dan 6:6-7.. So these governors and satraps thronged before
the king, and said thus to him: “King Darius, live forever! All the
governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the
counsellors and advisors, have consulted together to establish
a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever
petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king,
shall be cast into the den of lions.

Why would Darius (Cyrus) even consider this proposal?

Dan 6:8-9.. Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the
writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of
the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.” Therefore King
Darius signed the written decree.

Dan 6:10-12.. Now when Daniel knew

that the writing was signed, he went home.
And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem,
he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and
gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.
Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making
supplication before his God. And they went before the king, and
spoke concerning the king's decree:

Dan 6:12-13 “Have you not signed a decree that every man

who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered
and said, “The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes
and Persians, which does not alter.” So they answered and said
before the king, “That Daniel, who is one of the captives from
Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree
that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”
Dan 6:14-15 And the king, when he heard these words, was
greatly displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to
deliver him; and he laboured till the going down of the sun to
deliver him. Then these men approached the king, and said to
the king, “Know, O king, that it is the law of the Medes and
Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes
may be changed.”

Dan 6:16-17 So the king gave the command, and they brought

Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. But the king spoke,
saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, He
will deliver you.” Then a stone was brought and laid on the
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet
ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose
concerning Daniel might not be changed.

Dan 6:18-19.. Now the king went to his palace and spent the
night fasting; and no musicians were brought before him. Also
his sleep went from him. Then the king arose very early in the
morning and went in haste to the den of lions. And when he
came to the den, he cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel.
The king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living
God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to
deliver you from the lions?”

Dan 6:21-23..
Then
Daniel said to the king,
“O king, live forever! My
God sent His angel and
shut the lions’ mouths,
so that they have not
hurt me, because I was
found innocent before
Him; and also, O king, I
have done no wrong
before you.”

Dan 6:23-24.. Now the king was exceedingly glad for him, and

commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever
was found on him, because he believed in his God. And the

king gave the command, and they brought those men who had
accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them,
their children, and their wives; and the lions overpowered them, and
broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom
of the den.

Dan 6:25-28.. Then King Darius wrote:

To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the
earth: Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree that in
every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble and fear
For He is the living God, and
before the God of Daniel.
steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not be
destroyed, and His dominion shall endure to the end He
delivers and rescues, and He works signs and wonders, in
heaven and on earth, who has delivered Daniel from the power
of the lions.

What is it that the four kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
would have in common?
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Dan 7:23.. “The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth,
which shall be different from all other kingdoms, and shall devour
the whole earth, trample it and break it in pieces.”

Dan 6:28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in
the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
NKJV
Dan 6:28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius that is
the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
Zdravko Stefanovic ‘DANIEL, Wisdom for Wise’ p228-229

Ezra 1:1-2.. “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that

the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia,
so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom,
and also put it in writing, saying, Thus says Cyrus king of
Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the Lord God of heaven
has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a
house at Jerusalem which is in Judah.” Who is among you of
all His people? May his God be with him, and let him go up to
Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord
God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem.
Dan 1:21.. Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus.

Next Week

Daniel Chapter 9
Daniel’s Prayer and introduction
to the Messiah the Prince.

