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Nebuchadnezzar’s dream showed that:
…The kingdom who controlled God’s people was defined by
God as ruling the whole world.
… From Israel’s captivity in 605bc, till Jesus’ second coming
there would only be four ruling world powers.
…For each of the ruling powers that had control over God’s
people, their lifestyle and religious practices were always
contrary to God, and more harmonious with Babylon.
…After Babylon the powers to come would experience
increasing fragmentation, 2, 4, 10, (plus the little horn,) and
declining spirituality. Each kingdom had the power of life
and death, their use of that power would become
progressively harsher, more ruthless, more indiscriminate.

Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream showed:
…God was in control of the affairs of men, and He wanted
men to understand, and to reflect His Love.
Chronologically Daniel had come to the final climaxing event
of the Babylonian empire, the first of the four prophesied
kingdoms, and he knew in advance what was the outcome.
Daniel assumed the House of Israel would be returned to their
former lands and resume the earlier relationship with God.
Daniel struggled that there were four prophesied kingdoms…
and the prophecy indicated a changed relationship between
the Holy One of Israel and the House of Israel.
…That the Kingdom God would restore in the distant future
would not be the same as what had existed in the past.
…And the extended timeline till the prophesied event.
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Background
After seizing power Nabonidus replaced the patron god of
Babylon, Marduk (Bel), with the god of the Moon, Sin.
An
action that alienated the priesthood and much of the populace
of Babylon. After seven years Nabonidus promoted his eldest
son Belshazzar to regency of Babylon and he began a ten
year journey to restore in other parts of his kingdom ancient
temples of the pagan god sin. Belshazzar had been regent for
ten years when Cyrus’ army arrived at Babylon in 537bc.
Daniel had seven years earlier, been given a glimpse of what
was to unfold, when he saw in vision that he was in Shusan
and Media Persia was the next the four kingdoms to rule.

Background
The New Year’s Day festival of Akitu, required the anointed
King, to undertake the important ritual. When Nabonidus was
absent from Babylon engaged in archaeological pursuits, the
festival of Akitu for the king only, could not take place, regent
Belshazzar, was not entitled to officiate in his place. If the
priesthood believed Cyrus would restore the gods of Babylon
and it’s festivals, that could explain why certain city gates were
left open when Cyrus’ army arrived at the city. Apart from
Belshazzar it was apparently a bloodless conquest widely
accepted by the people.

Background
The New Year’s Day festival of Akitu, required Nabonidus the
anointed King, to undertake the important ritual. When he
was absent from Babylon engaged in archaeological pursuits,
the festival of Akitu, which was for the king only, could not take
place. Co-regent Belshazzar, was not entitled to officiate in his
place. If the priesthood believed Cyrus would restore the gods
of Babylon and it’s festivals, that could explain why certain city
gates were left open when Cyrus’ army besieged the city.
Apart from Belshazzar it was apparently a bloodless conquest
widely accepted by the people

Kings of Biblical Babylonian Empire

1. NEBUCHADNEZZAR

Builder of the Empire

2. AMEL MARDUK

Son of Nebuchadnezzar, killed

3. NERIGLISSAR

Son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar

Labashi Marduk,

Young son of Neriglissar, killed

4. NABONIDUS and Belshazzar his co-regent son.
The Babylonian Empire during the time of Daniel was in
itself a representation of the prophetic kingdoms
symbolised in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.
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Because this was a shared reign,
it was counted as half or .5

.5

The Nabonidus Cylinders
Is a 9 inch clay Cylinder believed
commissioned by Cyrus, found in
1879, at Sippar, sixty kms north of
Babylon.
In total there are five Nabonidus
cylinders, one from Sippar and
four from Ur. All are dated from
the sixth century bc and in the four
cylinders from Ur, mention is made
of Nabonidus’ son, the Biblical
Belshazzar of Daniel chapter 5.
Wikipedia
British Museum London

Cylinder of Nabonidus from the temple of Sin at Ur

“As for me, Nabonidus, king of Babylon, save me from sinning
against your great godhead and grant me as a present a life long of
days, and as for Belshazzar the eldest son *my offspring* instil
reverence for your great godhead in his heart and may he not
commit any cultic mistake, may he be sated with a life of plenitude.”
British Museum London

The Nabonidus Chronicle

British Museum London

The Nabonidus Chronicle documents the reign of the last king
of Babylonia, Nabonidus. During his first regnal years, he
campaigned in the west and then settled in Tema, an oasis in
the western desert; no explanation is offered but the
consequence is repeatedly stressed the Akitu Festival could not
be celebrated. As the bottom of the tablet is missing, we do
not know under which circumstances he returned to Babylon,
but on the reverse of the tablet, we find the king at home again.

The Nabonidus Chronicle …2
… The tablet also describes the rise of Cyrus the Great, who is
first presented as the ruler of Anšan (Persia) who subdued the
Median leader Astyages; we also learn that Cyrus, now called
king of Persia, conquered Urartu (Kingdom of Ararat) in 547;
and on the reverse, we read how he out manoeuvred the
Babylonians in a battle at Opis, (76 km north east of Babylon)
which was followed by the killing of citizens. Babylon was
captured, Nabonidus was taken captive, and Cyrus entered a
peaceful city. The final remarks of the tablet deal with
Cambyses, who appears to have made a mistake during the
Akitu Festival, and the destruction of a gate.

DANIEL Chapter 5
Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a
thousand of his lords, and drank wine in the presence of the
thousand. While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the
command to bring the gold and silver vessels which his father
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which had been
in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his
concubines might drink from them.

Dan 5:1-2

Belshazzar action suggests he is thumbing his nose at the
God of Judah believing the god’s of Babylon were superior.

Dan 5:3-4 …they brought the
gold vessels that had been taken from the temple of the house
of God which had been in Jerusalem; and the king and his
lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. They
drank wine, and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze
and iron, wood and stone.

Dan 5:5 In the same hour
the fingers of a man's hand appeared and wrote opposite the
lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace; and
the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.

Dan 5:6-7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the

Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. Then the king's countenance
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of
his hips were loosened and his knees knocked against each
other. The king spoke, saying to the wise men of Babylon,
“Whoever reads this writing, and tells me its interpretation,
shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around
his neck; and he shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”
Is it possible Belshazzar’s fear might have been because he
was suddenly afraid of Daniel’s God. If he was would he have
admitted it?

Isaiah in vision saw the fall of Babylon
Isaiah 21:3 I was distressed when I heard it;
I was dismayed when I saw it.
My heart wavered, fearfulness frightened me;
The night for which I longed He turned into fear for me.
Ezekiel describes the fall of Jerusalem
Ezek 21:7 …when it comes, every heart will melt, all hands will
be feeble, every spirit will faint, and all knees will be weak as
water. Behold, it is coming and shall be brought to pass,’ says
the Lord God.”
Now all the king's wise men came, but they could
not read the writing, or make known to the king its
interpretation. Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled, his
countenance was changed, and his lords were astonished.

Dan 5:8-9

The sciences of Babylon assigned spiritual power to the stars
in heaven to convince the populace that the heavenly bodies
controlled the lives of people here on earth. For this reason
the sun, moon, and stars became objects of worship. Those
same heavenly bodies are worshiped today within the charts
of modern day horoscopes. The same misguided principle
applies within the other Babylonian sciences such as magic
soothsaying, palmistry, numerology, and the occult arts.
GOD’S WARNING ON IDOLATRY
Deut 4:19 …take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and
when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of
heaven, you feel driven to worship them and serve them,…

The sun and star symbols of a
modern horoscope chart.
Within a 360 (6 x 60) degree
circular representation of the
heavens,

Dan 5:15-16 .. Now the wise men,
the
astrologers, have been brought in before
me, that
they should read this writing and make known to me its
interpretation, but they could not give the interpretation…

Probably Nebuchadnezzar’s wife Nitocris
if so she would be the Queen Mother.
Stefanovic Daniel Wisdom to the wise

Dan 5:10-11 The queen, because of the words of the king and

his lords, came to the banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying,
“O king, live forever! Do not let your thoughts trouble you, nor
let your countenance change. There is a man in your kingdom
in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days of your
father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of
the gods, were found in him;

Dan 5:11-12 …and King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your

father the king—made him chief of the magicians, astrologers,
Chaldeans, and soothsayers. In as much as an excellent spirit,
knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles,
and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the
king named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will
give the interpretation.”
Dan 5:13-14 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The

king spoke, and said to Daniel, “Are you that Daniel who is one
of the captives from Judah, whom my father the king brought
from Judah? I have heard of you, that the Spirit of God is in
you, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom
are found in you.

…I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and
explain enigmas. Now if you can read the writing and make
known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple
and have a chain of gold around your neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom.”
Third Ruler = Nabonidas, 1. Belshazzar, 2. then Daniel, 3.

Dan 5:17-18 Then Daniel answered, and said before the king,

“Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to
another; yet I will read the writing to the king, and make known
to him the interpretation. O king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and majesty, glory and
honour.
Belshazzar had completely disregarded the many years of
service Daniel has given to the kings of Babylon and called him
a captive from Judah. So Daniel’s response was short and to
the point, telling it as it was, without protocol.

Dan 5;19-20 And because of the majesty that He gave him,

all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared
before him. Whomever he wished, he executed; whomever
he wished, he kept alive; whomever he wished, he set up;
and whomever he wished, he put down. But when his heart
was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened in pride, he was
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from
him.
Can you imagine the extent of the power, the responsibility
given to Nebuchadnezzar. The same power and responsibility
was given by God to Belshazzar. However his position came
with an obligation requiring righteousness and mercy for
those of lesser opportunity and an acknowledgement of the
God of Heaven.

Dan 5:22-23 …Then he was driven from the sons of men, his

heart was made like the beasts,
and his dwelling was with the wild
donkeys. They fed him with grass
like oxen, and his body was wet
with the dew of heaven, till he
knew that the Most High God
rules in the kingdom of men, and
appoints over it whomever He
chooses.
Daniel was reminding Belshazzar how Nebuchadnezzar came to
realise who the God of Israel was and from whom his throne
had come.

Dan 5:22-24 ..“But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled
your heart, although you knew all this. And you have lifted
yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought the
vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your
wives and your concubines, have drunk wine from them. And
you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron,
wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and the
God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your
ways, you have not glorified. Then the fingers of the hand were
sent from Him, and this writing was written.

Belshazzar is call a son of Nebuchadnezzar not because he
was a son, but because he sat on the throne of Babylon.
Which both he and his father had actively corrupted.

Contrasts
Nebuchadnezzar gave
Babylon prosperity and
victories.

Belshassar gave Babylon
defeat and subjection.

Nebuchadnezzar built the
Empire .

Belshassar lost the empire.

Nebuchadnezzar inherited
the throne from his father .

Belshassar only shared the
throne which was his father’s

Nebuchadnezzar was the
greatest legitimate king.

Belshassar was not the
legitimate king.

Into Nebuchadnezzar’s hands
God gave the temple vessels

Belshassar took the vessels in
to his hands and desecrated
them.

Dan 5:25-28 “..this is the inscription that was written:

מְנֵאמְנֵאּתְַקלּפְַרס

MENE MENE

God has numbered your
and finished it;

Numbered
numbered
kingdom,
Mene, is also a unit of weight = 50 shekels

TEKEL

You have been weighed in the
found wanting;

UPHARSIN

Your kingdom has been divided,

Weighed
balances, and
Tekel, is also a unit of weight = 1 shekel

Divided
and given to the Medes and
Upharsin, is half unit of Persians.”
weight = half a shekel.
Mene Mene Tekel Upharsin = Three and a half measures of weight.

Chronologically, Daniel had been given the visions of chapters
7 and 8, nine and seven years before the feast of Belshazzar.
In those visions Daniel had been shown the kingdoms of
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as wild beasts. In chapter 8 he was
located in vision in Shusan, Suza, at that time a part of the
Media Persian empire. Also in the vision of chapter 8 the
second and third kingdoms were named as Media Persia and
Greece. Daniel had already been told the first kingdom was
Babylon. Now seven years later with the Media Persian army
at the gates of Babylon do you think the unfolding sequence in
the visions could have helped Daniel understand the outcome
and the meaning implied in the writing on the wall?

Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they
clothed Daniel with purple and put a chain of gold around his
neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he
should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

Dan 5:29,,

By crowning Daniel, Belshazzar acknowledged the God of
Daniel was superior to the gods of Babylon.
Dan 5:30.. That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans,

was slain. And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being
about sixty-two years old.

Next Week

Daniel Chapter 6
Daniel’s appointment with lions.

