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With the accessional year system, Nebuchadnezzar’s
second year was 603-2bc. Though he first sat on the
throne in 605bc, officially his reign began with the
Akitu festival, the new year’s day of 604bc. Making
possible Daniel’s and his friends three years of training
to be within Nebuchadnezzar’s second year of reign.
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In chapters one and two God had given Nebuchadnezzar
insights into who He was. However Nebuchadnezzar had had
victories his father hadn’t achieved, he had conquered the
Hittites, the Assyrians, the Egyptians, and even the former
powerhouse of Judah, which surrendered without a fight. He
was the king of the greatest kingdom of his time, his gods
had given him this glory. The superior abilities of a few young
Judean’s when compared with the Chaldeans; and an ability
the gods of Babylon didn’t have, wouldn’t sway him, he had
Judah under his control.

Dan 3:1 ..Nebuchadnezzar the king made an

image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and
its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of
Dura, in the province of Babylon.

“Zdravko Stefanovic in DANIEL, Wisdom for the Wise,”
suggests two evidences, to date the events on the plain of
Dura. He writes, the Babylonian record states, in the tenth
year of the king of Akkad (Babylon 594bc), a rebellion, (coup)
occurred in the Babylonian army and Nebuchadnezzar was
attacked by the leader of the coup, in his throne room. The
failure of the coup was followed by a drastic purge of the
army. Stefanovic also links the Bible, with 594bc, as the time
Zedekiah King of Judah, was required in the fourth year of his
reign to travel too, and then returned from Babylon. No
explanation for the trip was recorded.
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Nebuchadnezzar organised a loyalty test for all
the high ranking officials of his kingdom. He
C
summoned them to the Plain of Dura where he
U
erected a golden statue, probably the patron God
B
of Babylon, Marduk, because dedication and
I
worship were required. It is most unlikely that this
T
statue was an image of Nebuchadnezzar, for the
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kings of Babylon were always considered men
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and they were never gods to be worshipped.
I
G
THE STATUE WAS 27 METRES HIGH, 2.7 METRES WIDE.
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The golden statue’s height of “60 cubits” and width of “6
cubits” links Daniel 3:1 with Revelation 13:18, ....”his number
was 666”.
The Babylonian numerical system was
sexagesimal based on six and sixty. The priests of Babylon
were identified by an amulet of six lines of six numbers from 1
to 36. Whichever way the six lines were added, horizontally,
vertically, or diagonally, six lines totalled 666. The pantheon
most important of the Babylonian gods was sixty. Six and
sixty represented 1. the golden statue erected on the plain of
Dura, 2. the Babylonian pantheon of gods, with its priesthood
and 3. its sexagesimal mathematical system.

Dan 3:2-3 ..King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather

together the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the
counsellors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and
all the officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of
the image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
So the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the
counsellors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and
all the officials of the provinces gathered together for the
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set
up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar
had set up.
The list of those required to attend the dedication suggests
Nebuchadnezzar was demanding a pledge of loyalty to him
and his god, of those in a position of authority in his kingdom.

Plain of Dura?

‘Dur’, in Babylonian
means walled, therefore
the Plain of Dura would
have been a plain
between walls.
…As no record exists to
the location of the Plain
of Dura, it’s possibly the
statue was erected
between the outer and
inner walls of the city of
Babylon.

Dan 3:4 ..Then a herald cried aloud: “To you it is commanded,

O peoples, nations, and languages, that at the time you hear
the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in
symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and
worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up;

Dan 3:6 …and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be
cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.”

Nebuchadnezzar again uses the carrot and the stick, do it or else.

The first use of metal in scripture is Tubal Cain in the fourth
generation from Adam he was an instructor of every craftsman in bronze and iron.
The melting point of Gold, Silver, Bronze, and Iron is from
982 0 c to Iron at 1539 0 c, so the ancients were familiar with
creating high temperatures.
Dan 3:7 …So at that time, when all the people heard the
sound of the horn, flute, harp, and lyre, in symphony with all
kinds of music, all the people, nations, and language fell
down and worshiped the gold image which King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and
accused the Jews. They spoke and said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! You, O king, have
made a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the
horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds
of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image;

Dan 3:11-12 …and whoever does not fall down and worship
shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. “There
are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego;
these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you. They do
not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you
have set up.”

The test required by Nebuchadnezzar challenged Daniel’s
friends in the same way that eating the foods and drinking the
wine of their training had first challenged them. Would they
give allegiance to the Babylonian King and his gods or retain
their Jewish heritage to the Creator God, the Holy One of
Israel.

Dan 3:13-14 …Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave

the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.
Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it true, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or
worship the gold image which I have set up?

Dan 3:15 …Now if you are ready at the time you hear the

sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony
with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the
image which I have made, good! …Nebuchadnezzar offers a
second chance.

But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace… And who is the god who
will deliver you from my hands?”

who is the god

Nebuchadnezzar’s challenge is; “… who is the god who will
deliver you from my hands?” his threat of death and the
actions that followed are linked with Revelation 13:15 “He
was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast,
that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as
many as would not worship the image of the beast to be
killed.” Key words in both passages are “would not worship
the image” In Daniel and in Revelation God’s people will be
compelled, under threat of death, to worship an image of a
false god. A threat which was, or will be, carried out except
for the direct intervention of God.

who is the god
Dan 3:16-18…Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered
and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to
answer you in this matter. If that is the case, …our God whom
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,
and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it
be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor
will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”

An Act of Faith
The faith demonstrated by Shadrach, Meshach, and AbedNego when faced with the choice of worshipping a false god
or death had them choose death rather than false gods. The
same ultimatum will be imposed on all peoples, tongues and
nations immediately prior to Christ’s return, Revelation
13:15-17. Will you have a faith in God as demonstrated by
Daniel’s friends?

Dan 3:19-20 …Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the

expression on his face changed toward Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego. He spoke and commanded that they heat
the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated. And
he commanded certain mighty men of valour who were in his
army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast
them into the burning fiery furnace.
Question Why were they bound?

Dan 3:21-23 …Then these men were bound in their coats,

their trousers, their turbans, and their other garments, and
were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.
Therefore, because the king's command was urgent, and the
furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men
who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. And
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell
down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

Dan 3:24 ..Then King

Nebuchadnezzar was
astonished; and he rose in
haste and spoke, saying
to his counsellors, “Did we
not cast three men bound
into the midst of the fire?”
They answered and said
to the king, “True, O king.”

“Look!”

Dan 3:25 …
he
answered, “I see four men loose,
walking in the midst of the fire; and
they are not hurt, and the form of the
fourth is like the Son of God.”
Dan 3:26 …Then Nebuchadnezzar

went near the mouth of the burning
fiery furnace and spoke, saying,
“Shadrach, Meshach, and AbedNego, servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here.”

Dan 3:26-27 …Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego
came from the midst of the fire. And the satraps,
administrators, governors, and the king's counsellors gathered
together, and they saw these men on whose bodies the fire
had no power; the hair of their head was not singed nor were
their garments affected, and the smell of fire was not on them.

Who had been summoned to the Plain of Dura?
The administrators from the entire Kingdom.
Who witnessed what happened on the Plain of Dura?
The administrators from the entire Kingdom.
What testimony would they have given after the Plain of Dura?
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Dan 3:28 …Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and
delivered His servants who trusted in
Him, and they have frustrated the king's word, and yielded
their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god
except their own God!

Superior faith of the Judeans
Superior Power of the Judean God

A God of Superior Love

Dan 3:29 …I make a decree that any people, nation, or

language which speaks anything amiss against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces,
and their houses shall be made an ash heap; because there
is no other God who can deliver like this.”

The miracle performed by God on the Plain of Dura is
beyond logical human reason. Searing temperatures
that killed the soldiers assigned to throw the Judeans
into the flames. Yet which left no mark smell or burn
on the believers that fell into it’s heat, challenges the
limits of comprehension. It would have had an impact
on Nebuchadnezzar who had said “And who is the
god who will deliver you from my hands?” They who
witnessed the challenge and it’s outcome were from
every Province of Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom? It was
a dramatic demonstration of the power, love and the
compassion of the God of Israel.

A similar challenge of life and death is contained in
the Mark of the Beast in Revelation Chapter 13 .

Next Week

Daniel Chapter 4
The Testimony of Nebuchadnezzar

